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A family of Kummer covers over the
hermitian function field

Una familia de cubrimientos de Kummer sobre el campo de
funciones hermitianas
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ABsTrACT. We construct a family of Kummer covers over the Hermitian Func-
tion Field by using a class of polynomials 72(X,Y) which arises as a general-
ization of certain simmetryc polynomials s2(X). The number of rational places
of such covers is often rather close to the best value listed in [?].
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RESUMEN. Construimos una familia de cubrimientos Kummer sobre el cuerpo
de las funciones Hermitianas usando una clase de polinomios 72 (X, Y) que surge
como una generalizacién de cierto tipo de polinomios s2(X). El nimero de lu-
gares racionales de tales cubrimientos es cercano al mejor valor que se encuentra
en [?].
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1. Introduction

Let Iy be the finite field with ¢ = p™ elements and let C be an affine plane
algebraic curve over the finite field Fy,. We will denote by C (F,) the set of
F,-rational points of C and by ¢(C) its genus.

For many years the question on how many rational points a curve of genus

g over a finite field with ¢ elements can have, has attracted the attention of

mathematicians. In 1940 A. Weil proved the Riemann hypothesis for curves
over finite fields. As an immediate corollary he obtained an upper bound for
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the number of rational points on a geometrically irreducible nonsingular curve
C of genus g over a finite field of cardinality ¢, namely

#C (Fy) <q+1+29\/1

This bound was proved for elliptic curves (i.e., ¢ = 1) by H. Hasse in 1933
[?]. However, the question of finding the maximum number N,(g) of rational
points on an irreducible nonsingular curve of genus g over a finite field F,
did not attract the attention of the mathematicians until Goppa introduced
geometric codes in 1980. (See [?]).

The construction of curves with many points over F,m is often performed
using special polynomials o(X) € F,[X]. The goal of this paper is to consider a
special class of polynomials 7,,(X,Y"), obtained as sums of products of certain
symmetric polynomials s, ;(X) defined in [?] to construct a family of Kummer
covers over the Hermitian Function Field (Hermitian curve). These new covers
has many places of degree one. In this way we provides explicit equations of
curves over the field F ;> which reach in many cases the best value listed in [?].

2. The polynomials 7,,(X,Y)

In this section we give some properties of a certain class of polynomials 7,,,(X,Y")
which was introduced in [?]. These polynomials arise as product of symmetric

polynomial s,,,(X) where s,,(X) = s, (X, X, .. .,qufl) is the m-th sym-

metric elementary polynomial.

Definition 2.1. For integers m > 1 and j = 1,...,m we define a polynomial
Sm,j(X) € Fg[X] as follows

S (X) 1= 5, (X,Xq, - ,Xq”’l) :
where s; (X1,...,Xm) is the j-th elementary symmetric polynomial in m varia-
bles over F,. We agree to define spm,0(X) := 1 and sp,;(X) := 0 for j > m
and for j < 0.

Observe that according to with 2.1:

sma(X) = X+X94+... +Xx7"

sma(X) = X4 x4 4 xa" T
Sm m(X) _ A)(l-l-tﬁ—...-&-qm*1

smji(X) = 0, forj>m

and deg (5,5, (X)) =q™ t+¢m 2 +...+¢" I for 1 <j<m.
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Definition 2.2. For integers m > 1 and j = 1,...,m we define a polynomial
om,j(X,Y) € Fy[X,Y] as

X
Om,j(X,Y) = 8mm(Y)Sm <?> .
In this case we have
X m—
o—m7O(X7 Y) = Sm,m(Y)Sm,O <?> — Y1+q+...+q 1

X m—1 m—1__m—2
O'm,l(Xv Y) = Sm,m(Y)Sm,l <?> = XV e + ..+ X1 Y4 RERRE

X

O"rn,m,()(7 Y) = Sm,’m(Y)Sm,m (7) — X1+q+...+qm—1.

Observe that the polynomials s, ;(X) can be obtained from the o, ;(X,Y") for
appropriate values of X or Y, more precisely we have sy, ;(X) = 0., ;(X, 1).

Definition 2.3. Given a sequence (c1,c¢a,...,cn) of elements in F,, we define
a sequence of polynomials T(c, c,,....c,,) (X, Y) € F[X, Y] by

m

T(c1,02,...,cm)(X7 Y) = Zcio—m,mfi(X; Y) fOT all m 2 1a
1=0

where the polynomials opm m—i(X,Y) are defined as in 2.2.
According with 2.3 we have:
Tleo,e) (X, Y) = coX + 1Y
Tleoreren) (X, Y) = o X + 1 XY + 1 XY + oYV IH!
7—(60701702163)()(, Y) — COX(]2+¢]+1 4 Cqu2+QY + Cqu2+1Yq + Cqu+1yq2+
o XCYIT Loy XYy O+ 4o, XY T+ 4 c3yq2+q+1

Remark 2.1. First, observe that if the equality ¢; = ¢,,—; holds then we have
Tieo,onem) (X5 Y) = T(epn,...co) (Y, X), on the other hand by taking the sequence
(1,-1,1,...) with alternating 1 and —1 and denoting by M(m) = 1+ ¢ +
...+ ¢™ ! the exponent of the norm for the extension Fym over F,, we have
7(1,—1,1,...)(X7 Y) = (X - Y)M(m)-
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Theorem 2.1. ([?] Th 2.1). For all sequence (co, ..., cm) in Fq we have the

following equality:
T(co,...,Cm)(Xa Y)q - 7_(00,.. (X,Y)q

(Y, X)7.

(X,Y) = (X" — X)7(,,.
+ Y7 -Y)r

.,Cm) ~aCm71)

Crm—15-++5€0)

To see some properties of the polynomials 7., ...,.)(X,Y) we refer to [?].

3. A Kummer cover over the hermitian function field

In this section we use the polynomials 7, ... .,.) defined above to construct a
family of function fields with many places of degree one over IFg..

We define the function field F' = Fp2(x,y,2) over Fg2, where ¢ is a prime
power, by the equations

ly? +y = 29!
2 =ulzy) rlg+1,

where u(X,Y) € F,[X,Y] is the polynomial 7(¢, ¢, c,)(X,Y) £ ¢ with ¢ € F,
and T(cy,e, ) (X,Y) is defined as (2.3) associated to an appropriate sequence
(co,c1,¢2) of elements ¢; € Fy, ie., Tieger,e)(X,Y) = coX9T! + 1 XY +
1 XY+ Y att,

This is a Kummer extension of degree r of the Hermitian function field

H =TFp(z,y) with y? +y = 2971,

We compute the genus of F//F . by using the genus formula for Kummer ex-
tensions ([?, Prop. II1.7.3]):
1
g(F) =1+r(gH) =)+ 5 > (r—rp)deg(P), (1)
PCcP(H)

where rp = ged(vp(u),r) for a place P in H with discrete valuation vp in H.
By considering the ramification of the places of degree one of H in F' we then
determine the number of places of degree one in F//F,2. In order to use the
genus formula (1) for computing the genus of the Kummer extension F' of H
we have to determinate the divisor of u in H.

Let us first recall some properties of the Hermitian function field ([?, p.
203]).

-1
q(qi), the number N = N(H) of places of degree

The genus of H is g =
one is N = ¢® + 1, namely

(1) the common pole Py, of z and y and,
(2) for each rational point (a,b) € F,2 x Fpo with b9 + b = 9! there

is a unique place P, of degree one in H such that z(P,3) = a and
y(Pa,b) = b
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A FAMILY OF KUMMER COVERS OVER THE HERMITIAN FUNCTION FIELD 7

The pole divisors of x and y in H/F ;2 are
(x)oo =qPx and (y)oo = (q + 1)]Doo (2)

4. A particular case

In this section we construct a particular Kummer cover over the hermitian
function field. We compute the genus and the number of rational places to
illustrate the technique we used to obtain these values.

We consider the function field F' = F 2 (x,y, 2) over Fj» with

y!+y =t
2" =u(z,y),
where w(2,y) = T(cg,er,e0)(X,Y) — 1 and 7(¢) ¢, 0,)(X,Y) is associated to the
sequence (1,1,0) of Fy, i.e. u(x,y) = 29" + 29y + 2y? — 1 and r | ¢ + 1. Now

we want to compute the genus g = g(F) and the number N(F') of places of
degree one of F/IF .

4.1. The divisor of u. By (2) we get for the pole divisor of u = 29+ + x9y +
zy? —1
(U)oo = (q2 + 2(]) Py
To compute the zero divisor of u in H is much harder work. Let us first
consider the constant field extension H = HK where K is the algebraic closure
of Fo. Let P = P, with a,b € K and b? + b = a?"! be a place of H/K . If
P is a zero of u then
b+ b=qa?t (3)
and
a?™ +a% 4+ ab? — 1= 0. (4)
Lemma 4.1.1. A place P = P,;, with a,b € K and b? + b= a?*! is a zero of
win H = HK if and only if either
i) a?'=1anda®>+a®>—-1=0 or,

q+2 g+l _ 1
ii) a9 ' #1 and b = o e 1
a—af

Proof. Suppose that P = P, ; is a zero of u and a?~! = 1, t hen from (3) and (4)
follows that b7 = a® —b and a® + ab+ab? = 1, therefore a® +ab+a (a* — b) = 1
and a® 4+ a? — 1 = 0. Conversely suppose that a,b € K with a97! = 1,
a®+a?—1=0and b? + b = a9!. Then we have

a®™ +a%b+ab? —1=a%>+ab+ab? —1
=a’+ab+b9) -1
=a®+a® -1

which means that P, ; is a zero of u.
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Now we consider the case a?=1 # 1. If P, is a zero of u, then (3) and (4)
implies b? = a9t — b and a9 4 a%b+ a (a4t — b) = 1, therefore b (a? — a) =
1 — a9t — o2,

alt? 4 qatl —

_ 1
Conversely, let a,b € K with a9™! # 1, b= — and b2+ b =
a—a

a?tt. Then a?t! 4 a9b = 1 — a2 + ab which implies that
a?™ +a%+ab? —1=1-a?" +ab+ab? -1
=—a’? +ab+a(a®! —b)
=0

and therefore P, 4 is a zero of u in H/K [

Lemma 4.1.2. Let a,b € K with b? +b = a?*'. If P, is a zero of u in H,
then

i) Ifa”' =1, then a,b € F .

ii) If a? ' #1, then a,b € F2 \Fy or a® +a? —1=0.

Proof. If P, is a zero of u in H, then from (4) follows that a® + ab+ ab? = 1
and obviously a,b, € Fg2.

q+2 g+1 _ 1
If 77! #£ 1, from Lemma 4.1.1, b = a4 ra

have the following equation

, therefore from (3), we
a—al

2 2
a® T2 4 qT+t1 -1  g9t2 pqitl 1 1
+ =a?"

ad — a4’ a—a?
which implies (aq2 — a) (a3 +a? - 1)q = 0, therefore the result follows. ™
In accordance with the previous result we should analyze the behavior of the

polynomial f(x) = z3+x2—1, but before this, we will analyze the multiplicities
of the zeros P, of u.

Lemma 4.1.3. Let P = P, be a zero of u; thent = y — b is a P-prime
element, and vp(u) > 1 if and only if b = — (a2 + a).

Proof. Let 6; : H — H be the derivation of H/F 2 with respect to ¢ ([?, chap.

d
IV]). Then 6:(z) = d_j for z € H, and from the P—adic power series expansion

of u with respect to t we have

d
vp(u) > 1 if and only if d—::(P) = 0. (5)
. 1 dy dx .
From the equation y¢ + y = x4 follows i qu and since dy = dt we
have d_x = i, therefore
. x4
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A FAMILY OF KUMMER COVERS OVER THE HERMITIAN FUNCTION FIELD 79

du d
- q+1 q q 1
G = g @ Tty tayt—1)
dl‘ dm
= x99 — q q
ST Tty dt
q
=1+a+ .
yq
Finally
d b\ 4
Oz—u(Pab> if and only if <1+a+—) =0 (6)
dt ’ u
then the assertion follows o

The following result shows the relationship among the polynomial f(x) =

x3+x2

— 1 and the number of zeros of u, more precisely we have

Lemma 4.1.4. The following properties hold

i)
ii)
iii)
iv)

Proof.
i)

ii)

If f(z) is separable and has all its roots in Fy, then u has q* +2q simple
zeros of degree 1.

If f(x) has a multiple root in Fy, then u has ¢* +q — 1 simple zeros of
degree 1 and one zero of degree 1 and of multiplicity q + 1.

If f(x) has only one root in Fy, then u has g* —2 simple zeros of degree
1 and 2 multiple zeros of degree 1 and multiplicity q + 1.

If f(z) is irreducible over F,, then u has q* — q simple zeros of degree
1 and one zero of degree three and multiplicity q.

Let us suppose that f(z) = (x—a)(x —f)(x —v) with a, 3 and v € F,.

If P, is a zero of u with a?~! = 1 and a® 4+ a® — 1 = 0, then by
(4.1.3) P, is a multiple zero, if and only if ab = —a® — a? = —1 and
therefore b = —a~! and this implies that b7 + b= —2a~ .

On the other hand, from (3) a?"! = —2a~! if and only if a® = —2
this implies that @ = —2 - 37! and therefore p = 23 but f(z) = (v +
15)(z + 16)? modulo 23 and therefore P, cannot be a multiple zero.

If a9=1 # 1 then, by Lemma (4.1.3) P, is a simple zero. Then we
have ¢2 +2¢ simple zeros of u if f(z) is separable and has all their roots
in IFy.

Now suppose that f(z) = (z — a)(z — 8)? with « and 3 € F,. This
occur if and only if p = 23. In this case we have 2¢ — 1 simple zeros
of u and one multiple zero, namely, the ¢ zeros P, corresponding to
the pairs (a,b) with a = o and b7 + b = o2, the ¢ — 1 simple zeros
P, corresponding to the pairs (a,b) with a = 8 and b9 + b = 3% with
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b # —(3? — 3, and the corresponding to the pair (a,b) with a = 3 and
b = — 3% — 3 which is a multiple zero of .

If a?7! # 1 then P, is a simple zero of u since f(z) doesn’t have
zeros outside of I, and therefore we have q%> — g simple zeros.

Now since the degree of the zero divisor equals the degree of pole
divisor of u, the multiple zero of u has multiplicity g + 1.
If f(z) = (z — a) (2% + Bz + ) with 2? 4+ Bz + v irreducible over Fy,
then we have ¢ simple zeros corresponding to pairs (a,b) with a = «
and b? 4+ b = a?.

Ifa?' # 1 and b= — , then by (4.1.3) we have ¢% —

q — 2 simple zeros and 2 mult?ple zeros of u, namely, the corresponding
to the pairs (a,b) with a = ;.

In order to prove that the multiplicity of these zeros is ¢ + 1, we
compute the P, ;—adic power series expansion of u wit respect to ¢t =
T —a.

Since y = b+ oyt + ast® + ... + aq+1t‘7+1 + A with vp(A) > ¢+ 1.
Then, the equation 297! = y9 + y implies

a?? 4 g7t — 1

t‘Z-‘rl + at? + alt + aq-i-l = p? + al‘]tq + athQQ + ...+ aq+1qtq2+q

iv)

+ A+ b+ art + ot gt T

We have a; = a?, a4 =a—a? =0, 0441 =1land a; =0 for i =
2,...,q—1. This implies that u(z,y) = — (a??™ + a9%2 + a7 + 1) +
(2a? + a) t97! + w where vp, , (w) > g + 1.

But — (a2q+1 + a2 4 o9t 1) = —a (a2 + a)q + (aq+2 + 1) =
—ab? + ab? + ab+ 1 = 0 from 4.1.3 and 3, finally 2a% 4+ a # 0 since
a¢l,.

If f(z) is irreducible over F,, then the zeros of degree one of u i H
qdt2 + adtl —1

are the g2 — ¢ places P, with a € Fpe \Fq and b= 7
a—a

These zeros are simple since if b = —a? — a, then f(a) = 0 which is a
contradiction.

We denote these n = ¢ — ¢ places by Pi,...,P,. Then (u)y =
P+ ...+ P, + A where A is positive divisor of degree 3¢ in H. In
order to prove that A is of the form A = ¢P with deg(P) = 3, we
consider the constant field extension H - F 6 /Fyeof H/F .

By lemma 4.1.3 the zero divisor of u in H-Fgs is of the form P +.. .+
Pn + lel + mQQQ + mgQg, where Ql, QQ, Qg are the places Pa,b with
a€Fp,a*+a?*~1=0,b=—a*—aand mi +ms+ms = 3¢. From ([?,
I11.1.9)), conH,]Fqﬁ/H(A) =m1Q1+maQ2+m3Q3, where COnH‘qus/H(A)
is the conorm divisor of A in the constant field extension H - F,e /H of
H/Fp.
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Now we show that A = ¢P with deg(P) = 3. Assume that are
two different zeros P, P’ of w in H with deg(P), deg(P’) > 1. Then
conH‘Fqﬁ/H(P + P < @1+ Q2 + Q3 wich is a contradiction since
deg(conH.]Fqﬁ/H(P + P’)) > 4.

Hence A = mP and therefore conH_]Fqs/H(P) = Q1+ Q2 + Qs3,
deg(P) =3 and m = my = mg = mg = q.

il

4.1.1. The genus and the number of rational places of F/F . In order
to determinate the genus of F//F > we rewrite the formula (1) by using g(H) =
q(g —1)

7 and we obtain

W) =3 [r@—a-2+2+ Y (r-reldes(P)|, (1)
PeP(H)

where rp = ged(vp(u), 7).

Theorem 4.1.1.1. The genus g(F) of the function field F/F . satisfies:

(r=12¢—-1)

5 if f(x) is separable

and has all their roots

in Fy.

w if f(x) has multiple

2r —1)¢% — 2
g(F) = w + roots in IFy.
2 =3(r—1)
— 5 if f(x) has only one
root in F.
—1)(2 —
W if f(x) is irreducible
over Fg,
where as in the Lemma 4.1.4 f(x) = 23 + 22 — 1.
Proof. Tt follows from Lemma (4.1.4) and formula (7). o
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Theorem 4.1.1.2. The number N(F) of rational places of the function field
F/F 2 satisfies:

r(¢® —¢* —2q) + (¢* +2¢+1) if f(z) is separable and
has all their roots in .

>r(¢*—1)(g—1)+ (¢*+q) if f(z) has multiple roots
in Fy.

NiE) = >r(¢®—q*) + (> —1) if f(x) has only one

root in F.

r(¢* —*+4q)+(* —q+1) if f(x) is irreducible
over Fg,

where as in the Lemma 4.1.4 f(x) = 23 + 22 — 1.

Proof. Let P be a place of degree one of H, then P is either totally ramified
with exactly one extension of degree one in F' or P is unramified. The first
case holds for the simple zeros of u and for the pole P,,. The second case holds
for the zeros P with vp(u) = r, and for the places P such that vp(u) = 0.
Let us first consider the case of rational places P = P, of the hermitian
function field H with vp(u) = 0. If vp(u) = 0 then by ([?, Th. 2.1]), u(P) =
a®! +a%+ab?—1 € F;. Therefore the polynomial T — (P, ;) has r distinct
roots in Fg2. Therefore there exist r extensions of degree one in F.

Now, consider the zeros with vp, ,(u) = r. In this case we consider the
P, p—adic expansion of v with respect to t =z — a.

Since y(Pup) = b, then y = b+ ot + aot? +. ..+ g4 1t97 + X with vp(X) >
g+ 1. On the other hand, the equation z9*! = y7 4 y implies

T ot 4 g9t 4 a9t = b 4 o Ul + a2 ..+ aq+1qtq2+q + N\l
+b+art+ast? + ..+ gt +
Therefore we have ay = a?, oy = a — a?’ = 0, ag+1 =1and o; =0 for i =
2,...q—1, this implies that u(z,y) = (2a9+a)t?™! +w where vp, , (w) > g+1.

Now, to determinate if a place of degree one in F' lies over P we should to
analyze the equation z" = (2a? + a). o

Remark 4.1.1. For ¢ =2 and r = 3 we get g(F) = 7 and N(F) = 21 rational
places, this value is the best value known. For ¢ = 3 and we get g(F) = 24
and N(F) = 91, this value is again the best value known, however we point
out that the curve that appear in [?] for ¢ = 9 and g = 24 was obtained by
using methods that do not provide explicit equations of that curve.

5. Final comments

We concludes this work giving a table in which we consider all the possibilities
to the polynomials 7(¢, ¢, ,,)(X,Y) for the particular case ¢ = 3. We give the
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genus and the number of rational places of the function field obtained. The
column “Entry” makes reference to the tables in [?]. We point out that we use
Kash 3 package, to compute this values.

Extension g(F) N(F) Entry
P2=at+ 2y +ayt -1 10 49 54
=gt -2y —xyP+1 10 49 54
=+ 3y +ayd+1 9 44 48
=gt -2y —xyP -1 9 44 48
22 =2t~y —ayd -1 9 44 48
22 =2t — a3y — a4+ 1 10 49 54
2=t 43y +ayd—1 9 44 48
2=t 4+ 3y +ayd+1 10 49 54

Extension g(F) N(F) Entry
A=t vy -1 24 91 91
A=t -2y -z + 1 24 91 91
A=attdy+ayd+1 21 80 88
=gt -y —ayP -1 21 80 88
2=t —ady —ayd -1 21 80 88
2= —at —ady — a4+ 1 24 91 91
A=ty +ay—1 21 80 88
A=t 43y +ayd+1 24 91 91

Extension g(F) N(F) Entry
2=yt + 3y +ayd—1 9 48 48
2=yt -3y —ayP +1 9 48 48
2=yt + 3y +ayd+1 10 49 54
=yt -y —ayd -1 10 49 54
2=yt -2y —ayd -1 10 49 54
2=yt -2y —ayP +1 9 48 48
=yt 2dy+ay -1 10 49 54
2=yt vy +ayd+1 9 48 48
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Extension g(F) N(F) Entry
A=yt 3y +ayd—1 21 80 88
A=yt -3y — P+ 1 24 91 91
A=yt Py a1 24 91 91
A=yt -2ty —ayd -1 21 80 88
=yt —a2ly—ayd -1 24 91 91
A=yt -2y —ayP+1 21 80 88
A=yt vyt -1 24 91 91
A=ty a1l 21 80 88
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